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A Short Quiz on Adhesives for Fossil Preparation

What adhesives do you use on fossils in your lab and how do they set (solidify)?

Note: the term “adhesive” is used here to include all “glues”, “sealants”, “hardeners”, “stabilizers“, “fillers”, and “consolidants”.

List each one by name and be as specific as possible, using the commercial brand name and including any commercial grades, types, numbers or formulations in the name. Also include all components of any mixtures you have made.

You may choose from one of the following to explain how they set:

a) a chemical reaction

b) the evaporation of a solvent

c) other (explain)

For example:

Butvar B76 in acetone sets by the evaporation of a solvent

Devcon 2 Ton epoxy sets by a chemical reaction

